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Receives Havergal Old Girls  
Life Achievement Award

Kim Thompson1983

“These senseless acts upset me not only as 
an empathetic human, but also because 
they are needless, painful reminders of 
indignities that I face daily,” 
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T ouching a nerve is one thing. 2.8 million views, 
53,892 reactions and 1,675 shares (and 
counting) on social media to her post about the 

indignity suffered by people of colour is a lightning-rod 
moment. This is Kim Thompson’s moment.   

Kim has always been the ultimate “go getter.” She 
made friends easily – a tried and true Ellen Knox 
protégée! More telling: she keeps friends close, no 
matter the distance. She has an inexhaustible ability to 
network and keep connections fresh. Since moving to 
the U.S. to attend Cornell University, Kim has bridged 
the distance with open invitations to visit and stay or to 
connect in Europe or elsewhere.

Launching a career in law in the early 1990s after 
graduating from Berkeley, Kim ascended through the 
legal profession while raising two incredible children 
with her husband, John Bliss. Honing the tools of her 
trade would prove invaluable in her future roles with 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC). 

In 2018 our class celebrated our 35th Reunion 
in grand style, hosting a dinner party in downtown 
Toronto. The event was a cacophony of constant 
chatter, as we became again that cohesive group of 
schoolgirls known as the Class of ’83. 

Kim had flown into town for the event from her home 
in Oakland, California. Naturally, there was a great 
deal to catch up on, but one story reached the core 
of everyone within Kim’s earshot. She had recently 
lost a work colleague who had the grave misfortune 
of mistakenly entering the wrong apartment. The 
story is all too familiar – shoot the Black man first, ask 
questions later. For Kim, this was a call to action. Filled 
with passion, empathy and determination, Kim vowed 
that she would do all she could to stop these kinds of 
senseless acts. 

Philanthropy is a foundational strength that Kim 
shares with her husband. The Oakland area has 
benefitted from their generosity of time and spirit as 
they work towards eliminating poverty and improving 
the lives of youth. 

Considered a “mover and shaker” in Oakland’s 
political and social scene, Kim has met with Vice 
President Kamala Harris several times and is good 
friends with Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf and Congress 
Member Barbara Lee. Kim is equally enthusiastic 
about volunteering at a local recreation center, hosting 
a “salon-style” dinner party or fundraiser for local 
street artists, muralists or non-profits at her home and 
supporting small female-owned businesses.

As the pandemic turned the world upside down 
and systemic racism found centre stage, Kim stepped 
forward to pen a post in her authentic, heartfelt voice: 

“These senseless acts upset me not only as 
an empathetic human, but also because they are 
needless, painful reminders of indignities that I face 
daily,” she wrote. “When I’m with people who know me, 
I’m a respected wife, mom, colleague, board member, 
friend, volunteer, neighbor, etc. But once outside of 
those insulated bubbles, I’m an anonymous Black 
woman subject to diminished respect and trust and it’s 
exhausting.”

Last year, at the peak of her career as a corporate 
attorney leading one of PwC’s Global consulting 
business lines, Kim made a radical change and decided 
to dedicate the rest of her career to addressing issues 
of diversity and inclusion in the United States. She was 
selected through an extremely competitive process 
to be a CEO Action for Racial Equity fellow. In this 
new role, she is part of the small leadership team of 
this innovative, private sector start-up focused on 
implementing real solutions to systemic racism toward 
African Americans and addressing related issues such 
as early childhood development, criminal justice and 
reparations. 

We now add Havergal’s Old Girls Lifetime 
Achievement Award to Kim’s many accomplishments. 
May this award fuel her ongoing pursuit of social 
justice, equality and inclusion. And may her story 
inspire all Havergalians to champion the issues that 
she so passionately promotes. 
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